
 
A Year’s Catechism 

 
 

1 Q) Who made you? 
A) God made me. 

 
2 Q) Who saves us? 

 A) Jesus saves us (by His victory over sin and death). 
 

3 Q) Who do we serve? 
A) We serve Jesus, and live to honor Him. 

 
4 Q) How does Jesus save us? 

A)  He died on the cross for our sins; and on the third day, he arose! 
 

5 Q) What must you do to be saved? 
A)  Trust in Jesus alone 

 
6 Q) Who is God? 

A) The creator and owner of all things. 
 

7 Q) What [else] did God make? 
A)  God made all things. 

 
8 Q) Why did God make you and all things? 

A) God made us to know, glorify, and enjoy Him forever. 
 

9 Q) How did God make you and all things? 
A) God made all things out of nothing, by the Word of his power, in six days, and He 
made everything very good. 

 
10 Q) What is special about God’s creation of mankind? 

A) God made man in his own image—to represent him as stewards over the earth. 
 

11 Q) What does it mean to be saved? 
A)  To be forgiven of our sin, reconciled to God, and given eternal life. 

 
12 Q) What is God like? 

A) God is holy, all-powerful, and good. He is just, eternal, all-knowing, trustworthy, 
and sovereign over all things. 

 
13 Q) Are there more gods than one? 

A) There is only one true, eternal, and living God. 
 



14 Q) In how many persons does this one God exist? 
A) God is one being, but exists in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, equal in essence, power, and glory. 

 
15 Q) What rule has God given to direct you in how you may know and serve him? 

A) The Bible, which is the Word of God, (is the only rule to direct me in how I may 
know and serve God). 

 
16 Q) How can you glorify God? 

A) I can glorify God by knowing Him more fully, obeying him more faithfully, and 
loving him more deeply. 

 
17 Q) What is the greatest commandment? 

A) To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to 
love your neighbor as yourself. 
 

18 Q) What is the gospel? 
A)  The gospel is the good news that those who place their sole trust for forgiveness in the 
merit of the death and resurrection of Christ in their place are guaranteed eternal life. 

 
19 Q) What is sin? 

A)  Sin is any violation of the law of God. 
 

20 Q) Can you keep the law of God perfectly? 
A)  No; I am inclined by nature to hate God and my neighbor. 

 
21 Q) What are the results of sin? 

A)  Because of sin, all mankind lost communion with God, and is under his wrath 
and curse, resulting in the miseries of this life, death itself, and the pains of hell forever. 

 
22 Q) Is there any way to escape the punishment of God and be again received into 

communion with him? 
A) God’s justice demands that I make full payment, either through myself or through a 
Redeemer. 

 
23 Q) What kind of Redeemer must you seek? 

A) A Redeemer who is a true and righteous man and who is at the same time true God. 
 

24 Q) Why must the Redeemer be a true and righteous man? 
A)  Because the justice of God requires that only one with a human nature who has not 
sinned may pay for my sin. 

 
25 Q) Why must the Redeemer be at the same time true God? 

A)  So that by the power of his divine nature he might bear the burden of God’s wrath and 
restore to me righteousness and life. 

 



26 Q) Who is that Redeemer who at the same time is true God and a true and righteous man? 
A)  My only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, who became a 
man and died to pay the penalty for sin. 

 
27 Q) How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man? 

A) By taking to himself true human nature, being conceived by the Holy Spirit in the 
virgin Mary. 

 
28 Q) How did Christ satisfy God’s just wrath for sin? 

A) By Himself taking the penalty of sin, death, on the cross. 
 

29 Q) Why was it necessary for Christ to humble himself even unto death? 
A) Because the justice of God required that satisfaction for my sins could be made in no 
other way than by the death of the Son of God. 

 
30 Q) Did Christ stay dead? 

A) No! Christ rose again from the dead on the third day. 
 

31 Q) How are you made a partaker of the redemption purchased by Christ? 
A)  Through repentant faith in him and his substitutionary atoning death. 

 
32 Q) What is faith in Jesus Christ? 

A) Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, by which I trust and rest upon Him alone for 
my salvation. 

 
33 Q) What is repentance? 

A) Repentance is a change of mind about something leading to a change in 
disposition toward that thing. As an inner change, repentance is in no way a work that 
merits salvation. 

 
34 Q) What benefits in this life come from repentant faith in Jesus Christ? 

A)  Those who repent and believe in Jesus Christ partake of justification, adoption, and 
sanctification. 

 
35 Q) What is justification? 

A)  Justification is an act of God’s free grace in which he pardons all my sins and 
accepts me as righteous in his sight only because I partake in the righteousness of 
Christ. 

 
36 Q) What is adoption? 

A) Adoption is an act of God’s free grace in which I am received as a child of God 
with all its rights and privileges. 

 
37 Q) What is sanctification? 

A)  Sanctification is the work of God’s Spirit by which I am renewed after the image of 
God and am enabled more and more to die to sin and live to righteousness. 



 
38 Q) Since you have been saved by grace alone through Christ, without any merit of your 

own, why must you yet do good works? 
A) I must do good works because Christ also renews me by his Holy Spirit to be 
transformed into his image, so that I might show thankfulness to God for his mercy. 

 
39 Q) What is prayer? 

A)  Prayer is speaking to God, an offering up of my desires to God for things agreeable 
to his will, in the name of Christ, with confession of my sins and thankfulness for his 
mercies. 

 
40 Q) What is a local church? 

A) A local church is a congregation of Christians who, by mutual commitment, regularly 
assemble together in Christ’s name to declare, uphold, and proclaim the Word and 
worth of God, and to officially affirm, equip, and oversee one another’s faith in Christ 
through discipleship, corporate worship, the teaching and preaching of God's Word, 
and the observance of the ordinances. 

 
41 Q) What do we mean by the universal Church? 

A) The family of God as it exists in this dispensation, the worldwide New Covenant 
community, is often collectively called the universal Church — made up of all who have 
been redeemed by God since the cross of Christ, both Jew and Gentile. 

 
42 Q) What are the ordinances of the church? 

A)  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were specially instituted by Christ to represent the 
benefits of union with him by visible and outward signs. 

 
43 Q) What is baptism? 

A)  Baptism is the symbolic act, commanded by Christ, of affirming and portraying a 
believer’s union with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection by immersing 
him in water, thus marking him off from the world and publicly identifying him 
with Christ and His people. 

 
44 Q) What is the Lord’s Supper? 

A)  The Lord’s Supper is a regular, symbolic commemoration of Christ’s work on the 
cross, anticipation of His return, celebration of our union and fellowship with Christ 
and our fellow believers, and renewal of our commitment to Christ and to his 
church. 

 
45 Q) What benefits do believers receive from Christ at their death? 

A)  Believers are at their death released from the very presence of sin, and brought fully 
into the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
46 Q) What will be done to unbelievers at death? 

A)  Unbelievers will at their death be cast into hell to suffer eternal punishment and 
separation from God. 



 
47 Q) Where is Christ now? 

A) Christ ascended into heaven, and now sits at the Father’s right hand until the 
establishment of the kingdom at His return. 

 
48 Q) How does Christ’s resurrection benefit you? 

A) Christ’s resurrection is a certain promise of my own future resurrection. 
 

49 Q) Will Jesus Christ come again? 
A) Jesus Christ will come a second time in power and glory, which is the joy and 
hope of all believers. 

 
50 Q) What will happen to believers after Christ comes again? 

A) When Christ comes again, believers will be raised to everlasting life, to reign with 
Christ in His kingdom on the new earth. 

 
51 Q) Why should we seek to live in obedience to Christ? 

A)  We should seek to live in obedience to Christ out of gratitude for the redemption 
He has purchased for us, and also because at His return He will reward those who 
served Him faithfully during this life. 

 
52 Q) What is your only hope in life and death? 

A) My only hope in life and death is that I am not my own, but belong, body and soul, 
both in life and in death, to my faithful God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 


